
 
 
 
 

A report to The Nineveh Charitable Trust 
Ranscombe Farm Community Heritage Project April 2012-2013 

 
In April 2012 The Nineveh Charitable Trust awarded Plantlife a grant of £10,000 to help enhance 
access and engage more people in sharing and enjoying the heritage of Ranscombe Farm Nature 
Reserve. Over the year we have undertaken a programme of work to open up the reserve to all 
sectors of the local community through improvements to access and interpretation and the 
development and delivery of a programme of educational heritage activities. 
 
Interpretation panels and notice boards 

Two major new interpretive panels have been produced, one 
at each of the two main entrances to the reserve. The design 
and content was developed in association with the Ranscombe 
volunteers, and deals with the wildlife, heritage and 
management of the reserve. 
 
Each panel has an associated noticeboard, as shown in the 
photograph, allowing us to provide regularly updated 
information to visitors. 
 

 
Paths and way-marking 

A brand new path, along the eastern edge of the reserve, was 
established in April 2013, creating a circular route around the 
site for the first time. The work in creating the path was 
carried out by volunteers, including an international team 
which visited the site to learn about volunteering practices in 
the UK. 
 
The new route was equipped with new way-marker posts, as 
were several other routes on the reserve. In addition, all 
existing way-marker posts were renovated, and new discs, 
indicating walking, cycling and/or riding routes, were fixed to 
posts around some 10 miles of paths. 
 

 
Benches 
Three new benches were installed at key points on the reserve, providing places to rest for less 
mobile visitors, and allowing all visitors to enjoy some of the best views on the reserve. The 
benches are each carved with wording to help people's understanding of the reserve. 
 
Learning-based resources 
Our learning-based resources are scheduled for launching during April 2013. Our school pack for 
Key Stages 1 and 2 features three investigations which can be carried out by students, and will 
come complete with teachers notes, background information and worksheets. Our learning 
resources for families are based around encouraging families with young children to explore 
Ranscombe and its wildlife, with explorer 'passports' for children to fill in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
School and family activities 

Schools activities over the last year have included leading 
walks and activities for over 320 primary-age children, 
including some structured learning activities, such as 
investigating flowers which can be used by bees. Ranscombe 
Outreach staff also gave an assembly to 40 infant school 
children. Ranscombe staff also led a walk and activities for 
the local Children's Centre; this was attended by 27 families, 
many of whom had not previously visited the reserve. 
 
Self-led learning and exploration 

We have published a new leaflet titled Discover Ranscombe's 

Wildflowers (attached) to encourage people to learn more 

about the site's important plants and to explore the network 

of paths. A second leaflet, on the reserve's animal wildlife 

(attached), has been written and designed, and is ready to go 

to print. Three separate leaflets, each describing a different 

self-guided trail, have also been written and are ready to go 

to the designer, so that they will be printed in time for the 

spring.  

 
A package of self-led family activities is in preparation, with completion planned for April 2013. 
However, part of this self-led material - a geocache trail - has also been launched. Geocaching is 
described on the geocaching.com website as a 'free real-world outdoor treasure hunt'. Our set of 
six geocaches, each with information on a particular plant, has already proved popular since its 
launch on 30 January. A search for ME2 1LA on www.geocaching.com will bring up a list showing 
our six Plantcaches. 
 
Guided nature walks and other events 

Since April 2012, 327 people have attended our events and 
123 people attended guided walks given to groups. Illustrated 
talks were given to 125 people. 
 
Highlights have included our orchid walk, where we trained 
people in identifying, mapping and surveying wild orchids; our 
Bioblitz, where we involved people in recording wildlife on 
the reserve, our Woodland Open Day with its working horses 
and woodland crafts, and our wild food event, where people 
had the chance to taste food and drink made from wild plants. 
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A Ranscombe newsletter is produced quarterly and distributed in the local community. These 
can be found at 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/nature_reserves/discover_ranscombe/news_from_ranscombe/.  
 
Volunteering 
In the period from April 2012 to the end of the year, volunteers contributed over 260 days of 
work across more than 54 separate dates. Work carried out includes footpath improvements, 
installing signs, woodland management, grassland management, help with events, preparation of 
self-guided walks, and even archaeology.  
 
The total number of volunteers carrying out work at Ranscombe during the period was 60 of 
which 45 were new volunteers. 
 
Since April 2012, 2 volunteers have been trained in use or brushcutters and 3 volunteers trained 
in First Aid. 
 
Monitoring & evaluation 
In December 2012, we carried out a simple survey of visitors to Ranscombe, using our mailing 
lists and Facebook page. The results of this have been written up in a separate report. 

 
Thank you for your help and support 
 
April 2013 
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